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FAITH IN THE CALVIN'S INSTITUTES OF RELIGION

Hwang, Kuk Huwan
M. A.in Theology
Asian Center for Theclogical

Studies and Mission

I. INTRODUCTION

What is the most important thing in human 1life? Many people
give priority to worldly things such as weath, health, fane,
power, and pleasure. The foolish rich man in the Bible thought
that his material goods could satisfy his soul saying "Soul, vou
have ample goods alid up for many vears; take vour ease, eat,
drink, be merry” (Luke 12:19, RSV). But man cannot be satisfied
with only such worldly things. To man faith in God is the most
important aspect because this faith alone can solve the prob}ems
of his corrupted being.

In this respect Calvin had a thirst to estabiish correct faith,

In the Institutes of the Christian Religion he showed that in

God's sovereign grace corrupted man should be saved through faith.
It is certain then that Institutes is full of the genesis,

contents and result of faith. Therefore this article aims to study

108
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Calvin's view of faith in the Institutes.

IT1. PREMISES OF FAITH

Faith may be based upon various doctrines. God is holy and
s#if-existant, different from His creatures. In contrast man as
His creature is special being created in the image of God. But
this image was lost and distorted owing to man’s violation the
divine command; yet image has remained in natural man in a broken
form. Man, corrupted by discbedience, has become greedy, arrogant,

and ungrateful. Now man has fallen short of the glory of God (Rom.

b

>+ 23), and what remains is the divine punishment of sin which

8

results in death. This original sin influenced all human beings.

ITT. THE GENERATION OF FAITH

In order that man cannot make an excuse under the pretext of
ignorance, God destined man to discern His handiwork in nature.
This perception is the seed of religion. But few cultivate
assiduously this seed of religion. Rather, instead of éeeking God,
man seeks false with this seed. This shows that man cannot
exercise faith in the true God by himself. The generator of faith
Is God. God alone can give true knowledge of faith through His

revealed word And being with man Christ gave faith to man who
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cannot enter the presence of God,
The work of the Holy Spirit is invisible to human eyes unites
4s with Christ, who gives us faith. And the word, the revelation

~f God, enables us to relate to the trinue God and it generates

4

faith and maintains it,
IV, THE CONTENT OF FAITH

As the content of our faith, Jesus Christ became true man to
save us. He restored eternal life and goodness to his nation which
-2s lost owing to the disobedience of the first Adam. Jesus Christ
core all the sins of wan and was killed on the cross as the
sacrificial  offering for sin. But He rose again in the

resurrection and became victor by conquering Satan.
Y. PROCESSES AND RESULTS OF FAITH

With the right faith man can evaluate himself correctly, turn
from his sinful ways, and be recognized as righteous by the grace
of God., Now man, who lost the image of God owing to his
corruption, becomes a new creature.

But it is impissible to be sanctified completely in this life.
Through the process of obedience and consecration to Christ, the

external and internal life can be progressively sanctified in
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conformity to the kingdom of God. Christians living in such a way

will see and enjoy its glorious completion finally.

¥I. CONCLUSION

So far the truth is clarified that God is God and that man is
nan, And the truth is also realized that let God be God, and let
Christ be Christ, which means that it is necessary to recognize
God and Christ rightly.

In his Institutes of the Christian religion Calvin said that it

is possible to realize faith through the sovereignty, majesty and
glory of God, the work of Christ, the work of the Holy Spipit, and
the Word, And he said that the triune God is the object and
content of faith., Through his Instituﬁgs he also showed the result
of true faith,

In this respect it is through cautious and circumspect study
that we can realize that it is necessary to cherish our faith-in

the presence of God,





